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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 
CIVIL ACTION NO. 90-2125 (HLS) 

NL INDUSTRIES, INC . , 

Plaintiff, -

V . 

Deposition of: 

ROBERT SCHIKORE 

COMMERCIAL UNION INSURANCE 
COMPANY, et al . , : 

Defendants. : 

TRANSCRIPT of testimony as taken 

by and before DIANE GLOCKNER, a Certified 

Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public, at 

THE HYATT REGENCY, Union Station, St. Louis, 

Missouri, on Friday, January 8, 1993, 

commencing at 9:45 in the forenoon. 
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R. Schikore - direct - by Mr. Fishkin 
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A. Slag is what you get out of the blast 

furnace. That's the accumulation of all the 

materials that you're getting out of the 

scrap metal that we brought in. 

Q. Is slag reuseable? 

A. Slag is not. 

Q. It was put in the slag storage 

area? 

A. Right. 

Q. What else was put in the slag 

storage area? 

A. Primarily we cut batteries apart and 

crushed the cases, so there was a lot of 

plastic and rubber in this pile, too. 

Q. Anything else in that pile? 

A. To my knowledge, I never saw anything 

else put in there. 

Q- Do you know of anything else 

that was put in there? 

A. I heard stories about — I don't 

remember what it was now, tellurium dross. 

Q. That was put in the slag pile? 

A. Right. 

Q. What is that? 

A. It's a -- they made a tellurium lead 
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R. Schikore - direct ^ by Mr. Fishkin 

at one time that I believe was down at the 

rolling mill, and I don't even know what it 

was for, but the dross in that was extra 

15 8 

hazardous so they didn't reuse it. They 

encased it in concrete. 

MR. JEFFIRS: Let me objectand 

-m ove to strike as hearsay and without 

foundation. 

Q. You can go on. They put this 

dross in concrete, is that what you're 

saying, and put it into this pile? 

A . Yeah. 

Q. You're saying itwas 

hazardous. What do you mean by that? 

A. I don't know in what way it was 

hazardous, but I heard it was hazardous. 

Q. By your definition, what would 

you consider hazardous? 

A. Hazardous to people. 

Q- Dangerous, you mean? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. The stuff that was put into 

this slag pile, would you consider the slag a 

pollutant? 

A. Slag wasn't, no, because it was solid. 
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Q. Okay. And this tellurium dross 

you just described, would you consider that a 

pollutant? 

A. It could be a pollutant. 

Q. And how about the pieces from 

the batteries, how about those, would those 

be considered a pollutant? 

A. For the most part, they were pretty 

clean. They were washed before they were put 

out there. 

Q. Before we got sidetracked, you 

were telling me they took tests around the 

perimeter. What kind of tests did they take 

there? 

A. The air quality test. 

Q. And this was performed by the 

lab - -

A . Right. 

Q. -- on the site? And these were 

chemists in the lab? 

A. Chemists and assistants, yeah. 

Q. They were NL employees? 

A. Right . 

Q. Did anybody else take tests 

around that site? We're talking about when 
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